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LEARN, 
GROW, 

ACHIEVE
At Tutoring by Christine, we have 
always celebrated optimism and 
strength with our students and it’s 

what connects us all as we face this 
challenge by working together, with 
thought and care for each other. 

We are offering our same 
quality services virtually 

during this time:  
TACHS classes, SAT classes, 

Math Bootcamp for 
6th and 7th graders and 

Private Tutoring 

inside 
Dear Readers,
 
We’re two million weeks into quarantine and school is on everyone’s minds. 
If you’re feeling anxious about your child’s education, you are not alone. In 
this issue of The New Normal, you’ll find tips for encouraging kids to read 
and how to access free children’s’ books. You’ll also find suggestions for 
fun, at-home educational activities, and get the exclusive scoop on what 
parents might expect when schools open their doors in the fall. 
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5 Ways To Get Free Books Online 
(And How To Get Your 
Kids To Read Them)

It’s never easy to get children excited about reading,  
but in quarantine it seems to be even more difficult. 

Overwhelmed with homeschool assignments and  
electronic devices calling their names, getting your  
kids to pick up a book has proven a  
daunting task during this pandemic. 

Below you’ll find ten quick tips to  
encourage your children to keep reading.

Love to Read
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Hudson, age 1,  
already loves reading

By Jeannine Cintron, Staten Island Parent Editor  
and mom of two cute but crazy kids.
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Gift Card
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Read together — and never stop. There’s no age limit, too 
young or too old, for reading to your kids.

Express interest in their books. 
Ask them what they are reading 
and listen attentively as they  
describe the story.

Ask questions as you read 
together. Make story time inter-
active and keep everyone engaged.

Don’t force book choices; let   
them decide what to read on their own.

Set a good example. A child who sees his parents read is 
more likely to enjoy reading too.

Try graphic novels and comic books. Visuals might be the 
key to getting kids reading, and that is perfectly okay.

Pay attention to  authors. If your child seems to like a par-
ticular author, look for more books by him or her. Explore 

the author’s website together to learn more.

Take note of your child’s interests. 
Your child might enjoy sports-themed 
books, or books about music, or 
nature — anything they enjoy in real 
life will make for fun reading time.

Love to Read

SIPARENT.COM | PAGE 7

Anthony, age 9, can’t 
get enough of his 
books!

Aubrey, age 4, 
reading the days 
of the week
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Providing Quality Home-Based Early Intervention Evaluations and Services

718-887-5128 • 311 • EarlyStartInc.com

Dr. Vetere is a Clinical Research Scientist who is part of an
    NIH-funded infant sibling study at CSI/CUNY examining
       the early signs for Autism. We are looking for parents
        who are interested in participating who have an infant
           between birth and 12 months and an older child. If
              you are interested in learning more about this study,
                   please email cogdevlab@csi.cuny.edu or
                       call 718-982-4111.

ALL THERAPISTS ARE LICENSED, 
CERTIFIED, OR BOARD CERTIFIED 

BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS
Elise Vetere, PhD., ABSNP

Director
Licensed Psychologist

Diplomate in School Neuropsychology with extensive 
experience evaluating, diagnosing, and providing 

behavioral interventions for over 25 years.  
Dr. Vetere is also well versed and lectures on topics 

including “The Psychology of the Exceptional Child” and 
“Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)”.

• Psychology
• ABA/VBA

• OT – Fine motor and sensory integration
• PT – Gross motor
• ST – Speech/language and feeding
• Developmental - Infant stimulation
• Family Training

Early Start:
EVALUATIONS AND SERVICES FOR 

CHILDREN BIRTH TO 3 YEARS

Like us on Facebook

Providing Quality Home-Based Early Intervention Evaluations and Services

718-887-5128 • 311 • EarlyStartInc.com
Like us on Facebook
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OR BOARD CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS

Elise Vetere, PhD., ABSNP
Director • Licensed Psychologist

EVALUATIONS AND SERVICES FOR
CHILDREN BIRTH TO 3 YEARS

Diplomate in School Neuropsychology with extensive
experience evaluating, diagnosing, and providing

behavioral interventions for over 25 years.
Dr. Vetere is also well versed and lectures on topics

including “The Psychology of the Exceptional Child” and
“Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)”.

Early Start: 

Dr. Vetere is a Clinical Research Scientist who is part of an 
NIH-funded infant sibling study at CSI/CUNY examining 
the early signs for Autism. We are looking for parents 
who are interested in participating who have an infant 

between birth and 12 months and an older child. If you 
are interested in learning more about this study, please 

email cogdevlab@csi.cuny.edu or call 718-982-4111.

Providing Quality
TELEHealth  

Early Intervention
Evaluations and Services 

for Children  
Birth to 3 Years

Our licensed and certified infant/toddler 
developmental specialists are available to 
provide age-appropriate individualized 
learning activities and parent support.  
Please call for a remote appointment. 

(Fee for Services)

Early Start

718-887-5128 • 718-836-2127 • 311 • EarlyStartInc.com

Now Offering 
Training to 
Parents of ALL 
Infants and 
Toddlers

ALL THERAPISTS ARE LICENSED, CERTIFIED, OR BOARD CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS AVAILABLE VIA TELEHEALTH

https://www.fontbonne.org/
http://www.earlystartinc.com


Carve out daily reading time and make it part of your 
routine. Try not to skip story time– turn it into a ritual that 

kids can look forward to.

Have fun! Be silly when reading. Use 
funny voices, make sounds and be 
expressive. Your child will associate 
reading with fun this way.

Free Books Online:

ReadingIQ (use code LOVEREAD-
ING) – Over 7,000 books for kids of all 

reading levels.

New York Public Library – Apply for a library card using 
the SimplyE app and gain access to over 300,000 E-books.

Open Library – A project of the Internet Archive, their 
goal is one web page for every book ever published.

Barnes & Noble – Get the free  
NOOK reading app and choose 
from millions of bestselling 
E-books, including free books  
for kids.

Amazon – Download a free 
Kindle app and gain access to 
free children’s e-books.

Love to Read
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Benjamin, age 2, 
enjoying a quick 
read

Click here  
for our list of 

free virtual 
story times 

(scroll to the bottom of the page) 
from celebrities,  
authors, & more!
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https://www.amazon.com/Best-Sellers-Kindle-Store-Childrens-eBooks/zgbs/digital-text/155009011/ref=zg_bs?_encoding=UTF8&tf=1
https://www.amazon.com/b?ie=UTF8&node=16571048011
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At AHBJC we offer  
Sunday School for grades 1-2  
Hebrew School for grades 3-7  

Both foster a positive Jewish identity  
& Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation.

AHBJC  
is an Egalitarian  

Conservative Synagogue  
that combines  

Jewish 
tradition and  

modern living.

1766 Arthur Kill Road
Staten Island, NY 10312

718.948.6782
Visit us ahbjewishcenter.org

“Only learning 

that is enjoyed is 

learned well” 

VIRTUAL LEARNING
VIRTUAL LEARNING    

offered during the time of 
offered during the time of 

social distancing with online 
social distancing with online 

and telephone classes
and telephone classes

https://ahbjewishcenter.org/frame.htm


At-Home Activities

8 Fun, Mind-Stimulating 
Activities for Kids

Even if your kids are continuing schoolwork at home while 
schools are closed due to the coronavirus pandemic, 

there are fun, mind-stimulating activities you can do at home 
to give your kids an exciting educational boost.

Discover Weather Wonders
At 50 minutes past every hour of live programming,  

The Weather Channel shares a short video on some  
aspect of weather science. Learn how  
raindrops and rainbows form, why  
thunder happens, why is the sky blue, and 
how to stay safe in all kinds of weather. 

Seraphina, age 5, 
bringing her 
community indoors
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By Shana Liebman, NYMP features editor.
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Gift Card
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DelcoDrugs.com
Text us! 347.834.9442

3833 Richmond Avenue | SI, NY 10312
718.984.6600

Dear Customers,

Delco Drugs would like to help 
you and your family stay safe. 
Stay home and allow us to deliver 
all your prescription needs.  
Vitamins, OTC’s,Health aids,  
greeting cards, gift cards, and much more. 

Be safe. Thank you, 
Robert and the entire Delco staff

Download our 
Mobile App

on

ALL 
HOUSEHOLD 

ITEMS 
AVAILABLE DELCO  

DRUGS  
IS AN OFFICIAL  

COVID-19  
TESTING LOCATION.  
Click here to find out  

if you need a test.

Specializing in Pediatric Compounding,  
Veterinary Compounding, Pain Management Compounding  

and Men’s and Women’s Health

http://www.delcodrugs.com
http://www.DoINeedACovid19Test.com
https://play.google.com/store
https://www.apple.com/ios/app-store/


Host a Creative Writing 
Workshop

This doesn’t have to be academ-
ic—it’s just a time for kids to write 
their own stories. You could prompt 
them with ideas—write about a 
person who has an adventure 
while staying home, for exam-
ple—or lead them in a jour-
nal-writing session. And this 
doesn’t have to be limited to tradi-
tional story telling either. Introduce kids to po-
etry (haiku are usually a hit with kids!), have them write 

a parody of their favorite song, or create story-telling 
rocks to boost their quick-thinking skills.

Start a  
Documentary Club
Make a list of kid-friendly doc-

umentaries inspiring little ones to 
see a different way of life, and then 

send the list to friends. After the 
viewing date, parents can set up  

have a video session  
for kids to talk about  
the film (and even  

suggest discussion questions).

Emily, age 8, homeschooling
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At-Home Activities

Brandon, age 5, 
having fun with 
remote learning
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Win a $100 DoorDash 

Gift Card
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http://www.rumcsi.org/telehealth
https://www.facebook.com/richmondcountydaycamp/


Get Other Parents to Host  
Educational Video Sessions

Because every parent on your block 
or in your building likely has a great 
talent or skill, ask a few of them to 
give a 45-minute “class” (via vid-
eo)—it could be cooking, music, 
drawing, yoga. Let another par-
ent lead your kids in gaining a 
new cultural skill. After all, they 
say it takes a village.

Do Some Science Experiments
What kid doesn’t want to get messy? Steve Spangler  

Science sells cool science kits that use  
supplies from around the house. 

Steamsational has a long 
list of STEAM-based  
experiments and activities 
kids can do at home—and 

most come with videos for easy in-
struction. You can also make some 

crafts or cook up a recipe to teach 
kids about science,  
including bath  
bombs, growing  
stalactites, learning 

Mikala, age 6,  and 
Chloe, age 8, creating a 
backyard zoo
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At-Home Activities

Anthony, age 9,  
finding a vaccine  
for the Coronavirus
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http://www.fideliscare.org


about trajectory with rockets, or whip-
ping up some homemade ice cream,  
English muffins, marshmallows,  
or DIY microwave popcorn. 

Go on (Virtual) 
Bucket-List Trips

While you can’t actu-
ally go exploring, there 
are plenty of awesome virtual 
places to check out—including 
ones you may never actually get to visit in your 
lifetime. For example, look around Mars in real time 
or tour Yellowstone National Park. See the Great Wall 
of China or watch the polar bears in the tundra. Try 

Googling your fantasy destination to see if there’s 
a virtual trip online. There is also a slew 

of museums that are offering 
virtual tours of exhibits, both 

in NYC and around the globe.

Listen to Audiobooks
Most kids seem to be  

reading up a  
storm while 
cooped up and 
trying to stay on  

Mia, age 7, creating 
with Marshmallows and 
toothpicks
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At-Home Activities

Angelina, age 2, spending 
the day at her in-home 
virutal amusement park Dinner’s 

on Us!

Win a $100 DoorDash 

Gift Card

Enter Here!
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track, but there’s another literary world 
out there: audiobooks. With sites like 
Open Culture and Audible Stories, 
you can listen to the classics as a 
family or let older kids use head-
phones to get lost in a fictional 
world. Plus every day, authors 
and celebrities are reading  
storybooks to younger kids 
on social media: Check out 
@savewithstories on Instagram or 
#gadbookclub on Twitter (yep, Josh Gad, the voice 
of Olaf, is reading stories, complete with spectacular  
voices!).

Make Art
Since there’s now a waiting room for 

access to Mo William’s excellent 
Lunchtime Doodles, check out 

the Tate Museum’s art projects 
for kids. There are video 
instructions for a wide  
range of eclectic  
creations from 
 a kaleidoscope  

to soap carving to 
Picasso imitations.

Mia, age 4, loves science
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At-Home Activities

Goldie, age 4, creating 
a canvas of color
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What to Expect 
When Schools Open

With schools in New York officially closed for the remain-
der of the academic year, many wonder what to expect 

when (and if) schools open again in the fall. Simply put, there is 
no perfect way to prepare our children for a return to school after 
a life-altering global pandemic.  

To the disbelief of many parents, Governor Cuomo even  
expressed the possibility of replacing remote learning with  
traditional school altogether. He meant later more than  
sooner, in a wave-of-the-future kind of way, but parents were 
panic-stricken nonetheless.   

Back to School
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Mason Pregent, age 8

By Jeannine Cintron, Staten Island Parent Editor  
and mom of two cute but crazy kids.
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https://nypost.com/2020/05/05/coronavirus-style-remote-learning-could-be-schools-wave-of-future-cuomo/
http://WWW.SIPARENT.COM


We reached out to our followers on social media and found 
many parents fear neither children nor schools will be ready to 
reopen when the time comes. Some parents predict a second 
wave of the virus, while others ponder if school will even open in 
September at all.

The CDC recently released a strict plan for reopening America. 
The 60-page doucment details guidelines for schools that extend 
far beyond staying six feet apart. Some of the more aggressive 
highlights include: 

 
• Field trips should be virtual only
• Cloth masks should be worn at all times by students and staff 
• Lunch should be served in the classroom, not the cafeteria
• Students should stay with the same teacher throughout the 

school day
• “Sneeze guards” and partitions should be installed where  

social distancing isn’t possible
•  Children are to sit one per row on the bus, skipping a row for 

each child
• Arrival and drop-off times and locations should be staggered
• Daily health checks should be performed (e.g., temperature 

screening and/or or symptom checking) on staff and students
 
The plan has been met with some controversy, as many  

parents and staff feel it isn’t possible to meet such 
tight standards. For more details, read the  
designated section on reopening schools in 
detail at the CDC website here. 

Parents are not the only ones concerned 
about reopening schools. The United Feder-

Back to School
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CLICK HERE 
FOR

VIRTUAL 
STORY TIME
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ation of Teachers (UFT) started a petition to the Federal Gov-
ernment via change.org demanding the following precautions be 
taken before schools can open their doors.

• Widespread access to coronavirus testing to regularly check 
that people are negative or have immunity

• A process for checking the temperature of everyone who 
enters a school building

• Rigorous cleaning protocols and personal protective gear in 
every school building

• An exhaustive tracing procedure that would track down and 
isolate those who have had close contact with a student or staff 
member who tests positive for the virus

The teachers cited the importance of protecting staff, students, 
and their families in their plea to the government. There are 
currently well over 100,000 signatures on the petition. 

Other changes to expect, at least down the line, could be a 
revamp of the entire school system. One Long Island educator 
penned his opinion, which has since gone viral. In After the 
Pandemic: Our Children Deserve an Education Revolution, 
Port Washington Superintendent Mike Hynes calls for changes 
that include less homework, more emphasis on student well-be-
ing, the end to standardized testing for younger 
grades, more physical activity, and better invest-
ment of resources, among others. 

What are your thoughts?  
Head to our Facebook page to 
join the conversation. 

Back to School
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CLICK HERE 
FOR FUN,  

EDUCATIONAL 
APPS FOR KIDS

https://www.change.org/p/federal-government-school-buildings-must-be-safe-before-they-reopen?utm_source=share_petition&amp;utm_medium=custom_url&amp;recruited_by_id=18cb8bc0-6560-11ea-8147-6ba0a365fcb3&amp;use_react=false
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the newnormal
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If you would like to sponsor or advertise in 
Staten Island Parent’s  

specialty e-magazines please contact us!

718.494.1932
info@siparent.com

SIPARENT.COM | THE END!

Sign up to receive  
helpful and valuable  

emails and e-magazines

We’d like to hear from you! 
Connect with us:

https://siuh.northwell.edu/
mailto:janine%40siparent.com?subject=
http://WWW.SIPARENT.COM
https://www.siparent.com/join-the-community
https://www.siparent.com/join-the-community
https://www.siparent.com/join-the-community
http://www.facebook.com/siparent
http://www.instagram.com/statenisland_parent

